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Name of victim: Adilur Rahman Khan  

Date of incident: 10 August 2013 

Place of incident: House No. 35, Road No.117 Gulshan Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh 

 

 

Bangladesh Detective Branch of Police Arrests Human Rights Defender Adilur Rahman 

Khan  

Circumstances of the incident:  

1. On 10 August 2013, the Detective Branch of Police (DB) arrested Secretary of Odhikar 

Adilur Rahman Khan at 10:20 p.m.   

2. An estimate of ten men in plain clothes identified themselves as members of the DB  

approached Khan as he was returning from a relative’s home with his wife and children. 

As Khan alighted from his vehicle, the men surrounded him and ushered him toward the 

white microbus vehicle from United Commercial Bank and a blue and silver Mitsubishi 

Pajero used by the DB.  

3. At the time that Khan was picked up, the DB did not produce an arrest warrant.   

4. Fellow Odhikar human rights defenders proceeded to the Gulshan Police Station at 2:00 

am on 11 August for information about Khan’s arrest but the police denied a case filed 

against Khan. They further insisted they received information of his arrest from the 

media. The group then went to the DB office where they were denied entry.  

5. DB Deputy Commissioner Masudur Rahman later confirmed that Khan is being held at 

the DB Headquarters in Mintu Road.  

6. According to an interview conducted by the New Age news agency, Deputy 

Commissioner Rahman confirmed Khan’s arrest, citing violations of the Information and 

Communication Technology Act of 2006 - Section 57 which prohibits the “publication of 

fake, obscene or defaming information in electronic form”.  

7. Rahman further commented that Khan distorted facts about about Hefazat-e-Islam and 

distorted photographs using Photoshop. 

8. Odhikar released a fact-finding report on the Hefazat-e-Islam incident on 5-6 May 

wherein the organization reported the killings of 61 persons in the Shapla Chottor 

crackdown.  
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9. The Information Ministry on 10 July 2013 released a letter asking for information and 

identity of the family of the 61 victims including complete family names and addresses. 

Odhikar refused to provide the list to the ministry. In an official letter on 17 July 2013, 

Odhikar noted concern for the security and asserted the protection of the victims’ 

families. The organization requested the creation of an independent impartial commission  

which can be led by a retired judge. Only in such venue is Odhikar willing to disclose 

information regarding the 61 victims killed.   
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